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1.​ Committee Introduction 

 

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) is the 

leading body working to solve the economical disparity between developed and 

developing nations. Acknowledging the need to ensure the fruits of globalisation are 

distributed to all nations, UNCTAD has strived to promote developing countries’ 

industrialisation and integration in the global economy. Since its foundation in 1964, 

UNCTAD has made continuous efforts, including technical cooperation, policy 

analysis and debt management, to help developing countries access the global 

economy more fairly and effectively. 

UNCTAD has been addressing trade, finance and debt, investment, digital 

economy, expert policy analysis, technical cooperation, and debt management. These 

 



factors largely impact the overall development of each country and need to be dealt 

with to secure fair improvement in all sectors across the nation.   

UNCTAD is currently serving 195 countries with a collective goal of 

prosperity for all. Since development must be dealt with from multiple aspects, 6 

divisions—Division for Africa, Least Developed Countries and Special Programmes, 

Division on Globalisation and Development Strategies, Division on International 

Trade and Commodities, Division on Investment and Enterprise, and Division on 

Technology and Logistics—have been working on different problems and conducting 

research regarding their specialities. Along with these divisions, UNCTAD has 

continued its efforts on a national, regional, and global level. Specifically, UNCTAD 

has been cooperating with governments for its permanent missions to address regional 

matters, hosted webinars, established boards such as the High-level Advisory Board 

on the Productive Capacities Index to bring specialists from different areas together, 

as well as hosting regular conferences. 

The main role of UNCTAD is to further enhance inter-agency and 

interdivisional cooperation by responding to current and future transnational 

challenges. To fulfil this role, UNCTAD has implemented different strategic goals for 

each division. The Division for Africa, Least Developed Countries and Special 

Programmes focuses on helping the most vulnerable economies and providing holistic 

strategies to boost their structural economic transformation. It has researched and 

conducted projects in various areas, including carbon market activities, trade 

negotiations, and critical minerals to support them (UNCTAD 41-47). The Division 

on Globalisation and Development Strategies focuses on facilitating regional 

cooperation and climate finance, working on national debts, and climate-resilient 

development (49-52). Aiming to maximise the opportunities for developing countries 

 



in trade, climate action and commerce, the Division on International Trade and 

Commodities have been working on global trade trends and tariffs (55-57). Division 

on Investment and Enterprise serves to promote investment for sustainable 

development, further enhance it through sustainability reporting, and support small 

businesses through enterprise development initiatives and entrepreneurship policy 

support (63). The efforts also include creating digital services and supporting digital 

facilitation tools in governance and enterprises (65). The strategic focus for the 

Division on Technology and Logistics is to foster science, technology and innovation 

among developing countries to raise their e-trade readiness, strengthen resilience of 

global transport and supply, and facilitate trade through digitisation (70). With efforts 

including the “eTrade for All” initiative, the TranForTrade program, and the 

ASYCUDA system, the division has continued its efforts to help accelerate the 

implementation of the Global Digital Compact, which is one of the key goals of the 

UN Summit of the Future (71-73).  

The UNCTAD committee emphasises how development is inseparable from 

economic, social, and environmental sustainability, in line with SDGs. UNCTAD’s 

efforts in research projects, initiatives, policy dialogue and capacity-building projects 

for developing economies support its member States in shaping global engagements 

into practical and developmental outcomes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.​ Agenda Background 

 

Fig 1. International Telecommunication Union. Statistics. ITU, 2025, 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/ Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx. 

 

The advance of information and communication technology (ICT) has led to 

globalisation and its rapid growth. According to Figure 1, individual internet usage 

has experienced exponential growth, from 1 billion to 5.5 billion users within two 

decades. This unprecedented increase reflects the development of the global digital 

economy as the primary engine of modern activities worldwide. The digitalisation of 

economic activities, governance, social interaction, and other sectors has brought an 

excessive amount of flexibility and convenience to the world. In fact, every indicator 

of ICT, including internet users, E-government index and online service index, 

confirms that ICT significantly enhances both regional and global economic growth 

(Majeed and Ayub), and the positive impact was stronger, especially for developing 

economies, shown by ‘leapfrogging’ economic growth through ICT (465). More 

recently, artificial intelligence (AI) technology has settled as one of the main tools for 

business development and growth, and 59% of companies have been implementing AI 

into their operation already (DOC). As seen by these cases, information and 

 



communication technology has played a large part in development overall, and 70% 

of new value created in the economy is expected to be based on digital platforms.  

However, this expansion of ICT implies a major problem of the global digital 

divide. While the number of individual users and entities that are successfully 

incorporating digital technologies for development has increased, the increased digital 

engagement has not been achieved for all nations. Rather, the technological disparity 

and uneven benefits are rapidly leading to and widening the digital divide. As Figure 

2 demonstrates, overall economic development and digital development have a strong 

correlation, and the level of digital development seems to be determined by the 

nation’s economic development status. In fact, this is not merely a correlation but a 

reflection of the fact that the level of economic development causes the nation’s 

digitisation (Murthy et al.), as shown by multiple factors that indicate how economic 

growth precedes digital development to affect the latter and that GDP is a supply push 

for digitisation (12).  

The global digital divide between developing and developed countries has 

multiple reasons, including fundamental infrastructural challenges, political 

discrepancies, and cultural factors (Wheatley). In high-income countries, the internet 

is highly accessible due to their well-facilitated telecommunications infrastructure and 

governmental policies that support digital inclusivity. However, the internet 

penetration rates are significantly low in low- and middle-income countries since they 

lack the necessary telecommunications infrastructure and structural promotion of ICT. 

Even within countries with similar levels of income, their geographic location can 

affect the digital divide since rural and sparsely populated areas face poor quality of 

connectivity. In political terms, the political regime influences the degree of internet 

development of the society, since it has been spread as a popular means of 

 



communication during the late 1990s (Guillén and Suárez). Since the internet 

facilitates decentralised mass communication, democratic regimes have shown faster 

ICT growth than authoritarian and totalitarian regimes that prefer centralised mass 

communication (687). Furthermore, cultural aspects such as visuals, language and 

format can be considered a factor that makes it difficult to narrow these digital gaps, 

and cognitive access, the degree of information literacy is also a critical factor for the 

digital divide (Williams). 

This asymmetry of information and communication technology further 

impedes developing nations’ economic benefits, national security and social equality. 

The lack of infrastructure and digital skills means that developing countries cannot 

fully participate in the global digital economy and access the opportunities for 

economic benefits such as e-commerce, global value chain integration and digital 

services export. This blocks them from experiencing the ‘leapfrogging’ growth 

possible through ICT access. In terms of sovereignty and security risks, developing 

nations often face challenges in establishing their digital sovereignty, since they 

heavily rely on big tech companies to store and manage their information (Widening 

Digital Gap). Developing nations are vulnerable to cybersecurity risks due to a lack of 

resources and access to technology. The global digital divide also exacerbates social 

inequality. Inaccessibility to digital services and information limits fundamental rights 

and opportunities for individuals in developing countries. The limits include 

educational resources, healthcare services and financial tools, which are critical 

components directly related to their quality of life and socio-economic status for the 

long term.  

 

 



 

Fig 2. IMF. “AI Preparedness Index.” IMF, 2023, www.imf.org/external/datamapper/AI 

_PI@AIPI/ADVEC/EME/LIC?year=2023. 

 

The global digital divide is a critical issue that needs to be dealt with, as ICT 

development is experiencing exponential growth to persist and expand the gap 

between those who can utilize the technology and those who cannot. With the 

emergence of artificial intelligence technology, the disparities in accessibility, 

resources, and education for this technology have begun to amplify this 

socio-economic inequality resulting from the global digital divide. Therefore, 

international discussion through a multilateral platform, the UNCTAD conference, is 

crucial for resolving the problem. As the UNCTAD focuses mainly on trade, 

investment, and technology development, the digital divide needs to be treated as a 

fundamental structural matter that exacerbates international dissymmetry of 

development, not just as a matter of technological infrastructure. It is urgent that an 

international consensus on ensuring fair accessibility to ICT be made for further 

inclusiveness of the global digital economy. 

 

 

 



3.​ Previous Actions 

a.​ International Level 

i.​ United Nations (UN) 

UNCTAD has published Digital Economy Reports and 

established the “eTrade for All” initiative to bridge the digital gap 

between developing and developed economies. With Digital Economy 

Reports, UNCTAD has raised awareness of the extent and significance 

of the matter and set data-based agendas for solving the global digital 

divide. The reports provide analyses of current situations and thorough 

policy recommendations to bridge the gap. In the Digital Economy 

Report 2024 for example, UNCTAD called for more sustainable digital 

reformation and more effective global governance. In addition to 

mitigating greenhouse gas emission and e-waste management, the 

report pointed out the absence of an “inclusive global governance 

framework in place to help galvanize collective action and 

knowledge-sharing,” and how policies, regulations and standards have 

been “shaped by and for developed countries (182).” To bridge the 

global digital gap, UNCTAD encourages stakeholders and 

policymakers to take actions based on the principle of ‘common but 

differentiated opportunities,’ by recognising the difference in past 

responsibilities and the development status between developed and 

developing countries (183). Also, to promote inclusivity in policies and 

digital strategies, it suggested close collaboration between governments 

and institutional arrangements to embed a sustainable policymaking 

and business culture (191). On an international level, strengthening 

 



global cooperation, developing global standards for sustainable ICT 

products and including ICT sector in international frameworks to 

assess its various environmental impacts (203). With this guidance, 

they serve as a key reference for governments and international 

organisations in formulating digital trade and development policies and 

as a foundation of international discussions on the global digital divide.   

The “eTrade for All” initiative is led by UNCTAD to gather 

e-commerce support from partnered international bodies, including the 

WTO, the World Bank and ITC, into a united platform. With the 

initiative, UNCTAD has connected developing countries with global 

partners that can satisfy their needs for participating in the digital 

economy. In 2019, with the initiative acting as a catalyzer of 

partnerships, various international organizations, agencies and banks 

including South Centre, ECLAC, Internet Society, Republic of Estonia 

E-Residency and African Development fund engaged as eTrade for all 

partners (Year in Review) to leverage their resources and capacities and 

help developing countries achieve digital transformations. Its critical 

role is to make sure developing nations comprehend the complex 

digital trade environment and strategies by providing them with 

specific technological supports and programs. 

ii.​ International Telecommunication Union 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the UN’s 

specialised agency for ICT. ITU develops global technical standards 

that ensure interoperability and lower costs for infrastructures, and 

 



provides technical assistance and capacity building to connect the 

unconnected.  

The Connect 2030 Agenda suggests 12 targets for achieving 

universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, from 

universal broadband coverage to improved cybersecurity preparedness 

for all countries.  

iii.​ The Global Digital Compact (GDC) 

Recognising the fast development of digital technologies and 

the following need for agile and adaptable cooperation, the 193 

member states of the United Nations negotiated the Global Digital 

Compact in 2024. The compact aims to close both domestic and global 

digital divides, expand the benefits and inclusion of digital economy, 

create a safer and more secure digital space, improve data governance 

and enhance international governance of artificial intelligence (1). The 

actions and commitments for these five objects include enhancing 

connectivity in underserved and remote areas (3), establishing digital 

skills strategies and providing capacity-building for minorities (4), and 

facilitating digital public infrastructure through multi-stakeholder 

cooperation and open resources (5). In terms of data security, the 

member states committed to support each other in developing effective 

and interoperable data governance frameworks (10) and continue 

discussions on the progress and outcomes in the United Nations (12). 

In addition to the commitments, the compact proposes ongoing plans to 

implement the actions in the long term, committing to track and 

 



monitor the progress and requesting the Secretary- General for an 

implementation map for the Compact (15). 

b.​ Regional Level 

i.​ Africa 

To bridge the global digital gap, the African Union (AU) has 

taken active actions that include coordinated strategy, infrastructure 

investment, regulatory reform, and capacity building. To ensure the 

member states’ growth and integration in the digital economy, the 

Digital Transformation Strategy for Africa has guided in different 

aspects such as evidence-based policymaking, spectrum management 

and harmonisation of ICT policies (The Digital Transformation 

Strategy for Africa). Through evidence-based policymaking, the Africa 

Union encourages its member states to collect and evaluate market data 

to set policy priorities. For ICT policies’ harmonization, the strategy 

suggests adapting standards and guidelines across the continent and 

forming digital strategies in coordination (14). Along with these 

strategies, the African Union puts effort in strengthening cybersecurity 

and preventing cybercrime  in Africa, with policy recommendations 

that suggest developing fact-checking mechanisms against falsified 

contents, digital capacity building for policymakers, establishing 

regional forensic labs and developing reporting and 

information-sharing frameworks across the member states (57-58). In 

August 2025, AU and the GSM Association (GSMA) partnered to 

make sure no one is left behind in their transformative digital leap 

(AU-GSMA Partnership). 

 



ii.​ Asia 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) has worked 

together to ensure digital engagement and bridge the gap among APEC 

countries. The APEC Leaders committed to working together and 

adopting the APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap (AIDER) 

in 2017, which guides actions in key areas of the digital economy to 

enhance technological and policy exchanges among APEC countries. 

Also, in August 2025, the APEC Ministers made the 2025 APEC 

Digital and AI Ministerial Statement. In the statement, they called for 

responsible and secure adoption of a broad range of technologies and 

encouraged the member economies to cooperate toward greater 

understanding and promotion of digital economic benefits for all. 

iii.​ Europe 

The European Union (EU) has launched initiatives to support 

the unconnected, like the Team Europe Initiative (TEI) on Digital 

Connectivity in Central Asia. By cooperating with Central Asian 

governments and investments, the EU seeks to accelerate their digital 

transformation to connect remote regions and strengthen EU-Central 

Asia cooperation. Also, it has launched the EU4Digital Initiative, 

where it supports the reduction of roaming tariffs, expands e-services 

and develops cyber security for countries in the Eastern Partnership 

(EaP), which include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova 

and Ukraine. 

iv.​ South America 

 



In 2016, member states of the Organisation of American States 

(OAS), ICT companies, universities, and the Economic Commission 

for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) signed the 2030 ICT 

Alliance for the Americas. With the ICT alliance, member states and 

entities aimed to support each other in terms of integrating ICT into 

their national policies and strengthening their global connectivity, 

recognising their weakness in poverty, low education and inequality 

and the potential of global connectivity to “accelerate human progress, 

reduce digital gaps, and develop knowledge societies” (2030 ICT 

Alliance).   

c.​ National Level 

i.​ United States of America 

The United States has led and participated in various global 

actions towards increased digital inclusiveness. In 2023, the U.S. 

government launched the Global Initiative on Women in the Digital 

Economy that brings governments, corporates, civil society and 

multilateral organisations together. Along with the initiative, the 

Women in the Digital Economy Fund was established to narrow the 

gender digital divide. Its initiative partners, including G20 countries 

and 14 private institutions, Amazon Web Services, GSMA, Mastercard 

Centre for Inclusive Growth, and Microsoft Corporation, pledged 

contributions that total over $515 million (Global Initiative on Women 

in the Digital Economy) 

 

 

 



4.​ Possible Actions and Solutions 

a.​ Facilitating Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Models 

Bridging the global digital divide needs collective efforts from both 

public and private sectors to leverage the capital, expertise and innovation. 

Public-private partnership (PPP) model refers to a long-term arrangement 

between governments and private institutions, where public projects are 

funded by private capitals, and private capitals draw revenue. Introducing 

public-private partnership models could be an effective solution for 

developing countries, and countries could gather to establish a global 

mechanism of ICT public-private partnerships. The mechanism could include 

specific standards such as contract templates or a shared technology pool. 

b.​ Digital Infrastructure Funds 

Significant investments are needed to provide sufficient infrastructure 

for developing countries and facilitate a sustainable digital environment for all 

countries. Establishing a global fund specialized for digital infrastructure will 

directly address the economic and financial barriers that have kept developing 

countries from accessing information and communication technologies. 

c.​ Reinforcing Data Sovereignty and Cyber Resilience 

​ Developing nations’ heavy reliance on foreign big tech makes them 

vulnerable in terms of data sovereignty. Providing technical assistance and 

facilitating partnership would help developing countries establish an 

independent digital economy. For instance, educating personnel on 

cybersecurity technology or incentivising data centers to give developing 

nations more control over their data could help with tackling security risks in 

the digital economy. 

 



5.​ Key Questions 

a.​ What are the fundamental factors that cause the global digital gap? 

b.​ What solutions are needed for developing countries to form independent status 

in the global digital economy? 

c.​ To what extent should the developed countries intervene? 

d.​ Why should developed countries use their resources to support developing 

countries? 

e.​ How can developing countries contribute to the process? 

f.​ What is the least discussed problem of the global digital divide? 
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